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1',11; so that Mr.' Macaulay's "reasonable"
grounds for the suspicion, either fail altogether,
or are greatly reduced in value. H. S. F. D. P.

The Battle of Aughrim. - Now that the new
volumes of Mr. Macaulay's History of England
are in the hands of most of the readers of "N.
& Q.," the following anecdotes and traditions of
the battle of Aughrim may not. be uninteresting,
most of which I received from an old lady who
had resided within two miles of the battle-field. all
her life, and who died a few years ago at the
age of 108, in full possession of all her faculties,.
mental and bodily, except her sight, which began
to fail when she was about 102; she perfectly re
collected her grandfather, who had been an eye
witness of the battle. The two armies were in
sight of each other from the evening of the 11th
of July, but the battle did not begin till near five
o'clock on the afternoon of the 12th; the morning I

of that day having been occupied by skirmishes,
and by various attempts on the part of De Ginkell
to force the Pass of Urrachree on the right of
King James's army, and by attempts to find a
practicable road throagh the red bog which nearly
filled the whole of the valley between Kilcommodon
Hill (St. Ruth's position) and the rising ground
on which his army was encamped. In the course
of the morning a person named O'Kelly went
into St. Ruth's camp with bis herdsman, to seek
redress for the loss of some sheep, which had been
carried off the day before by tbe foragers of the
Irish army. 0"1 being brought before St. Ruth,
his complaint was treated by that general with his
usual overbearing haughtiness, and on O'Kelly's
pressing the matter, he was threatened with death
if he did not desist; and when the herdsman re
quested that the skins at least of the slaughtered
animals might be given him, he and his master
narrowly escaped being hanged. Burning with
rage, O'Kelly proceeded towards the English
camp, and surrendering himself to some of Port
land's horse, was conducted before De Ginkell.
Having been closely questioned relative to the
state of the Jacobite army, among other things he
stated that the general was a man gorgeously
dressed and mounted 011 a white horse; an ex
perienced artillery officerwas sent for, and having
heard O'Kelly's statement, he was ordered to take
a field-piece, with a picked company of gunners,
and to fire according to the directions O'Kelly
should give him. Having brought the gun to the
edge of the bog, he planted it on a small circular
clay fort, vast numbers of which, of'various sizes,
are scattered about that part of Ireland on the
tops of the hills and rising grounds. Having
watched the movements of the opposing army for
a short time, an oflicer of rank was seen mounted
on a white horse in front of his men on the slope

of the hill; the gun was carefully levelled for him
and fired, when the smoke blew away he was still
seen sitting on his horse, to the great disappoint
ment of the artillery officer,but immediately after
wards was observed to fall. This was St. Ruth,
who was at the moment of his death in the act of
placing himself at the head of his guards; a thorn
bush in the ground at the back of Aughrim Vi
carage ~arks the spot. Some years ago, when
the old VICarage was pulled down; on the erection
of the present one, human bones were found under
the foundations, relics of the battle. Vfhen the
passage through the bog was discovered by Lut
trell's treachery, it was so narrow that only one
horseman could advance along it at a time, but
each of them took up a foot soldier behind him.
At this battle King James's regiment of Yellow
Dragoons, contrary to the behaviour of the rest
of his army, considered. that discretion was the
best part of valour, and headed the flight; one of
them never drew bridle till he reached a place
called Kilneboy, in the co. Clare, about forty miles
from the field! where are the ruins of a fine 01<1
abbey, a castle (the subject of one of the "Le
gends of co. Clare," already published in "N. &
Q."), and the Deanery House, then occupied by
Dean Blood, a very old man. Some reports of
the battle having already reached him, the old
man hearing that a soldier was approaching bear
ing tokens of having been engaged in it, hastened
to the door, and asked the fugitive" 'What news?"
The hero's nerves, however, had not yet recovered
their recent disturbance, and in reply he drew a
pistol from his holster and fired at the old man;
the ball grazed his head and lodged in the door
post. An Irish song was made on the Yellow
Dragoons- in consequence of their gallant be
haviour; I have heard an old man repeat a few
lines of it; the burden of it was, Coss, coss, a
Dhragone buidhe, H Turn, turn, Yellow Dragoon."
The name of the unfortunate James is always
among the Irish peasantry coupled with an Irish
word not translateable to ears polite, in conse
quence of his supposed poltroonery. Tempest
mentions that at the siege of Athlone, De Ginkell,
among other guns, had nine eighteen-pounders;
one of these at least he must have brought with
him to Aughrim, for in 1840, a man who rented
some of the fields on Kilcommodon HiIJ, turned up
with the plough an eighteen-pounder shot, which
is now in my possession; it weighs now fifteen
pounds, and notwithstanding its having been 149
years buried, is in excellent preservation. The
night before the battle, De Ginkell ordered the
grenadiers, who carried then the species of pro
jectile from which their name is derived, to be
drawn up on the right and left of each regiment,
each man carrying two grenades. Among other
relics of the battle, one of these in perfect pre
servation having missed exploding, and a six-
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pounder shot also, which had been dug up on the
hill' side, were presented to me, together with
numbers of musket and pistol-balls, and some of
the large plated buttons, an inch in diameter;
worn by gentlemen in that day ; these latter relics
1 have distributed among various antiquarian
friends. The carnage in and after the battle was
tremendous; and in a visit which several years
ago I made to that country, fields were pointed
out to me extending for some miles along the
course taken by the fugitives, which were stated
to have been strewn with dead and dying.

}"UANCIS ROllER'r DAVIES.
Moyglass Mawr.

IIenry Dodwell. - It may be as well, for the
sake of historic accuracy, to point out some mis
statements made by Mr. Macaulay respecting
Henry Dodwell and Charles Leslie. In his Hist.
of England, vol, iii. P: 462., we read, -

"Dodwell's Discourse against ]rIarriages in dftferent
Communions is known to me, I ought to say, only from
Brokesby's account of it. That Discourse is very rare. It
was originally printed as a preface to a sermon preached
bv Leslie. When Leslie collected his tv orks he omitted
tiic Discourse, probably because he was ashamed of it."

What company has Mr. Macaulay been keeping
oflate, to lead him to pen such a sentence? Has
Gilbert Burnet, that gifted trimmer, bewildered
him? Francis Brokesby, as is well known, was
too honest to impose on him, asany one may see
on turning to chap. xxxii. of his valuable work.
The fact is, instead of Dodwell's Discourse having
been" originally printed as a preface to Leslie's
Sermon," as stated by Mr. Macaulay, Leslie's
Sermon f01'111S a prefatory article to Dodwell's
Discourse, the former making sixty-three pazes,
whilst the latter extends to two hundred and fifty
four I

Again, so far from Leslie having omitted Dod
well's Discourse in his collected l\Torks, " because
he was ashamed .of it," he has actually reprinted
his original preface, containing the following com
mendatory notice of it:

"Before 1 adventured to commit this Sermon to the
press, I sent it to the most learned and judicious Mr. Dod
well, who returned the following letter, with his leave to
make it public, and to go along with this; which will
make this valuable, as being the occasion of showing so
learned a treatise to the worlel; and so necessary at this
.tlme, to revive the true notion of the peculium, the holy
seed, or city of God."

To the word letter, in the foregoing extract, is
appended the following editorial note:

"This was a large Discourse, and printed with the Ser
mon in the Svo, edition; but not thought proper to be
inserted here among' a collection of this author's Works."
(See the folio edition of Leslie's Works, 1721, vol, i. p.
737.)

Charles Leslie's TVorks were collected and pub-

lished by himself in 1721, the year preceding his
death. They occupy two volumes folio: and his
worthy friend R. K., whom he thanks for the
pains he has taken in procuring the publication
of these works, was Roger Kenyon, a physician
and nonjuror, who died at St. Germaine. J. Y.

Death of Charles II. - In the first edition of
Macaulay's History, vol. i. P: 439. (note), we read
as follows:

" I have seen in the British Museum, and also in the
library of the Royal Institution, a curious broadside; con
taining an account of the death of Charles .... No
name is given at length; but the initials are perfectly
intelligible, except in one place. It is said that the D.
of Y. was reminded of the duty which he owed to his
brother by P. M. A. C. F. I must own myself quite
unable to decipher the last five letters."

The meaning of those letters is what I now
propose to attempt to unfold. The" curious
broadside" is printed in the very rare volume,
whose title is given below in full *; and there the
passage, in which the refractory letters occur,
runs as follows:

" P. 1\1. a C. F. came to the D. upon the Doctor's telling
him of the State of the K., and told him, 'that now was
the time for him to take care of his brother's soul, and that
it was his duty to tell him so.' ~,

From the way ill which those letters are printed,
it is evident that the two first (P.1\1.) stand for
the name of the party indicated; that the third
letter (a), is the indefinite article; and the two
last (C. F.) signify something respecting the be..
fore-mentioned party. N ow, from Macaulay's
own narrative we learn, that James received the
first intelligence of the dangerous state of his
brother through the medium, in the first place,
of the notorious Louisa de Querouaille, whom
Charles had created Duchess of Portsmouth. I
would therefore sug-gest, that the letters stand for
"Portsmouth a Catholic French lady." The
only objection that I can see to this is, that the
party alluded to in the passage quoted, is spoken
of as a man; but this I must leave to your readers,
to get over as they best can. E. 'Y".

The Two Ll'slies.-In 1111'. Macaulay's History
(vol. iii. pp. 266-7.), the following passage occurs:

" Such an agent was George Melville Lord Melville, a
nobleman connected by affinity with the unfortunate

* The Phcenix; or a Revival of Scarce and Valuable
Pieces, from the remotest Antiquity down to the present
Times. Being a Collection of Manu,m'ipts and printed
Tracts, nowhere to befound but in the Closetsof the Curious.
By a Gentleman who has made it his Business to search
after such Pieces for Twenty Years past. London:
M.DCCVII. It is strange that Macaulay has not noticed
this volume; for it contains, among other things, several
valuable and interesting documents relating to William,
Prince of Orange,




